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Reaching through Teaching.  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations.”   Matt. 28:19

Teamwork bears fruit

Dear Family and Friends, 
Wrapping up a school year is always a special time. 

There is such a variety of students that flow through our 
lives! Commencing with rambunctious but precocious 
preschoolers onto vivacious University students, there’s 
seldom any dull moments! With such a wide range of ages 
we’re often challenged in how to best encourage the youth. 
We thank God however that beginning with their hunger for 
the Lord’s Word, for the most part the youth  just flourish 
provided the opportunity to apply themselves. That’s why 
things such as Summer School and the Scholarship Fund are 
hugely important. The impact of both of these efforts as well 
as a myriad of other frequent interactions with the youth is 
making an indelible mark upon their lives. 

Seven weeks before Summer School was scheduled to 
begin this year, six-year-old Edward asked, “When does 
Summer School begin?”  When he was told, he pondered for 
a moment and then jumping up and down, proclaimed:  “Only 
seven more Sundays until Summer School.”  

Another young man, now 17, looked back wistfully:  “I 
remember hanging out with the teachers.  We had so much 
fun.  I remember feeling so special.”

Summer School will begin this year on July 1, and there 
are some exciting additions.  Two teachers from Salem, OR, 
one of whom is bilingual, will be teaching an intervention 
class for the primary youngsters who are behind in learning 
how to read and do math.  Another teacher from Salem will 
be bringing some microscopes, teaching biology to all of the 
classes.  A bilingual middle school math teacher from Salem 
is returning to continue her algebra and geometry lessons.  
Another bilingual middle school teacher from Salem returns 
as the junior high class instructor.

The Mixteco colony has seen such a growth in the number 
of students who attend junior high, high school and college.  
The scholarship program graduated its first college student on 
June 14:  Miriam received her degree in nursing, and she will be 
returning to her hometown to begin a year-long internship.

So thank you for partnering with us in reaching this 
community through teaching God’s Word and encouraging His 
working in their lives. "The LORD bless you and keep you; 

The LORD make His face shine upon you, And be gracious 
to you; The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, And 
give you peace." (Num 6: 24-26)  
Andy & Monica Alvarez

 ”He also taught me, and said to 
me: "Let your heart retain my words; 
Keep my commands, and live. Get 
wisdom! Get understanding!  Do not 
forget, nor turn away from the words 
of my mouth.” (Proverbs 4: 4-5) 

Jose, who grew up in the colony, is now a University student who 
returns each summer to teach Bible to the students of Summer School.  
He teaches each morning and often works either at local ranches or 
helping hand dig wells in the evening. We admire him for doing so 
because most of his earning go to helping his elderly parents.

“So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who 
waters, but God who gives the increase.” (1 Cor 3:7)

Kids anxiously awaiting fun and 
blessings of Summer School
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Praise Report
“Bless the Lord, O 

my soul, and all that 
is within me, bless 
His holy name!” 
                (Psalm 103:1)

Please join us in thanking the Lord for:
• Mother’s Day celebration! With our dear friends at 
Tres Cruces enthusiastically hosting the day’s events, the 
ladies enjoyed food fun fellowshipping and games! What a 
joy too that each of the youth worked 100% + with happy 
hearts to bless these hardworking humble ladies. 
• Consistently achieving academic excellence awards 
& recognition, the Scholarship Fund’s Junior High & High 
School students continue to excel over their peers at school! 
• Graduates! Our first Scholarship Fund University 
graduate! Joaquin’s daughter Miriam graduated on June 14 
as a RN from nursing school! Three High School graduates 
are Josefina, Marcelino and Johnny, and three Junior High 
graduates Limber, Rocio and Bryan!
• God’s gracious provision for the needs around the 
mission and our family. (Seldom a day goes by without extra 
places being set at the table!) 
• Repeatedly scoring above average in CAT tests, our 
son David is “graduating” from 6th grade and into Junior 
High. Wow! Where has time gone? 
• The Lord’s enabling grace to finish another 
homeschool year with David and our small part with Grace 
Christian School co-op.
• The totally wonderful group of students who visited us 
during Spring Break from Willamette Valley Christian School 
in Salem, OR.  Wil Keepers and Jennifer Long, teachers at the 
school, led the mission trip.  One student, Emily Read, wrote:  
“I went to Mixteco for a missions trip with Mr. Keepers and 
Ms. Long this spring break and I fell in love with the culture, 
people, and children. I would really love to go back this 
summer.”
• A team from Calvary Chapel Fresno, who will be 
joining us next week.  They will do some prep work that 
will signal, Lord willing, the beginning of the long-awaited 
bathroom project at the church.

Top:  Two mothers, Fidela and Eusebia, were honored 
with the rest of the mothers in the colony on Mother’s 
Day.  The youth prepared and served the meal, and 
provided child care.
Below:  Our graduates: Josefina, Marcelino and 
Johnny (high school), and Limber, Bryan and Rocio 
(junior high).
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Please join us in praying for:
• Summer School! All indications 
are pointing to a fast paced time with a full 
compliment of students and teachers! Please 
pray not only for financial resources, but also 
those of time and energy! 
• Miriam’s remaining expenses related 
to both her education and graduation. 
• Along with the blessing of seeing the 
Scholarship Students excel and graduate, by 
God’s grace we hope to continue to encourage 
them to excel. Please pray about joining us in 
this endeavor by helping with the Scholarship 
Fund. Since tuition is due by the end of July 
please prayerfully consider helping one of the 
students:

$50 for junior high for the year• 
$100 for high school each of the two • 
semesters
$300 for college tuition each of the two • 
semesters

A complete list of the students who will be 
attending school in the fall will be published 
later, but everyone who is currently attending 
school plans to continue.  

Thank you for your prayers.  They are so 
important in upholding these young people. 
If you want to sponsor a student, please email 
Jaira at jairalhill@aol.com.

Eder who helps teach Bible studies at MCF recently took the kids 
on a trip to Ensenada. In times past a trip like this would be fraught 
with pandemonium! Thank the Lord that now they are so well 
behaved and organized we can take them any place!

  Our First College Graduate
Editor’s Note:  This is what Miriam Hernandez wrote on 
her Facebook page on the day of her graduation:  
          “GOD, you are the reason of my being, my 
starting point and my goal. Thank you for using my 
life, for believing and fulfilling your dreams in me.Your 
grace was enough, able to move in the hearts of a 
thousand people just to bless me!! Because of YOU 
and them, today I’m here!!! You are my universe, my 
Father, my friend, my strength, my substance, my joy, 
my sun, my love, the beloved of my soul. I love you! 
Forever and ever thank you!! For allowing me to 
finish this course, for allowing me to have a degree in 
Nursing! I love you!!!

It’s easy 
to see 
why 
first-time 
visitors 
to the 
Mixteco 
colony 
want to 
return.  
Falling in 
love with 
the kids is 
so easy to 
do.


