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Reaching through Teaching.  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations.”   Matt. 28:19

God works through your prayers 
in the lives of His children 

Please join with us in thanking the Lord 
for:
•	 We	all	know	that	life	can	be	full	of	
surprises.	That’s	why	it’s	such	a	blessing	
to	see	the	Lord’s	provision	for	unexpected	
medical	 emergencies	 for	 the	 ladies.	
Recently	while	 getting	 ready	 to	 attend	
Bible	study,	Margarita	fell	and	broke	her	
arm.	It	was	a	bit	late,	so	not	wanting	to	
“bother”	anybody,	she	had	someone	take	
her	to	a	local	urgent	care	clinic.	The	only	
relief they offered was a few pills and to 
lighten	her	pocket	book.	By	the	time	she	
did	call	us	it	really	was	late	(almost	12!)	so	
we	took	her	in	the	morning	to	the	doctor,	
who	fixed	her	right	up.	Another	answer	
to	 prayer	 has	 been	 for	Fidela	 to	 get	 an	
eye operation that she’s needed for some 
time.  
•	 Getting	older	is	not	for	the	faint	
of	 heart,	 neither	 is	 it	 easy!	That’s	why	
we’re	relieved	to	see	Jose	Sr’s	slowly	but	
surely	recovering.	He	hasn’t	been	able	to	
work	for	some	time	now	(after	all	he	is	
in	his	early	90’s!)	so	by	the	Lord’s	grace	
and with the help of many friends of the 
ministry,	it’s	a	blessing	to	help	with	his	
monthly	medical	expenses	and	meds.	

Dear	Family	and	Friends,
 “For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases 
him.” (Phil	2:13	NLT)	
	 Seeing	how	the	Lord	faithfully	works	is	so	amazing	that	sharing	these	anecdotes	can	be	challenging	-	if	
only	because	of	where	to	begin	and	then	to	stop!	So	please	enjoy	with	us	in	recounting	some	of	“life-as-we-know	
-it”	events	of	this	edition	of	the	newsletter.	

Praise Report

Continued on page 2
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•	 Not	one	to	just	take	it	easy	and	relax,	now	that	he’s	
feeling	 better	Brother	 Jose	 has	 been	quite	 the	 prayer	
champion!	Waking	up	way	before	dawn	he	and	his	wife	
Anastacia	just	enjoy	hiking	up	to	the	church	to	spend	
time with the Lord in prayer and worship. The funny 
thing	about	it	is	that	no	one	knew.	That	is	until	Cecilia	
(who	lives	just	above	the	church)	was	up	herself	once	
and	thought,	“Hey,	who	left	the	light	on	at	church?	And	at	
this	hour?”	(It	was	around	4	a.m.!)	Going	to	investigate,	
to her surprise she found her father passionately praying 
for	his	people.	So	she	joined	in!	Wow!			
•	 While	several	of	the	colony’s	youth	have	gone	down	
life’s	 darker	 paths,	 it’s	 a	 joyful	 blessing	 to	 see	 those	
whose heart remains steadfast in walking with and living 
for	 their	 Lord	 and	Savior.	 Some	 are	 students,	while	
others	are	in	the	workforce.	The	common	denominator	
is	their	devotion	to	“Seek	first	the	kingdom	of	God	and	
His	righteousness,	and	all	these	things	shall	be	added	to	
you.”	(Mt	6:33)		
	 Several	of	 the	youth	have	 really	been	growing	by	
leaps	and	bounds!	Josefina	and	Ismael	are	two	youth	that	
we’re	particularly	encouraged	by.	For	some	time	now	
they’ve	been	a	blessing	to	the	ministry	and	our	family.	
Just	recently	Josefina	has	gone	to	help	at	The	Mission	at	
Carmen	Serdan.	The	Mission	is	an	orphanage	dedicated	
to	serving	special	needs	orphans.	We’ve	always	had	a	
very	special	place	in	our	hearts	for	this	ministry.	Now	
even more so that one of our kids has joined in serving 
there.	Lord	willing,	 Ismael	will	also	go	 in	December.	
Together	they	will	attend	their	Discipleship	School	while	
also helping serve the orphans. 
	 Ismael	almost	wasn’t	going	to	be	able	to	attend	as	
he	 felt	 the	 necessity	 to	 stay	 and	 care	 for	 his	mother.	
Amazingly	 enough	 her	 US	 visa	 application	 was	
expedited	so	after	not	seeing	her	husband	and	five	kids	
for	four	years,	she	is	now	reunited	with	them!	We	took	
her	to	the	train	in	San	Diego	and	she	was	just		ecstatic!	
Ismael	was	joyful	to	know	his	mom	would	be	with	the	
family!	 So	 now	he	 can	 attend	 the	 school	 along	with	
Josefina.	What	a	beautiful	answer	to	prayer!
	 And	while	 the	 saga	was	unfolding	 about	 Ismael’s	

mother’s	visa,	his	story	was	moving	the	heart	of	a	young	
girl in Oregon.  She wanted to donate the money she 
earned	at	the	fair	selling	her	4-H	animal	for	scholarships,	
but	 praise	God,	 all	 of	 the	 school	 students	 had	 been	
sponsored.		She	heard	about	Ismael	and	about	his	desire	
to	serve	the	youth	of	the	colony	by	attending	Discipleship	
School.	 	 She	knew	 she	wanted	 to	 give	her	money	 to	
Ismael.		Her	two	sisters	were	also	moved	to	give	their	
earnings	for	Ismael	as	well.	 	Their	parents	decided	to	
match	their	daughters’	generosity.		So	while	the	Lord	was	
Continued on page 3
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working	on	US	Immigration	officials	to	reunite	Ismael’s	
mother	with	the	rest	of	her	family,	God	was	also	uniting	
the hearts of an Oregon family to provide for Ismael’s 
training.		Wow!
•	 So	many	times	us	guys	are	just	so	distracted	by	all	the	
“to	do’s”	of	life.	(I	am	totally	guilty	on	several	counts!)	
That’s	why	it’s	with	great	joy	we	share	about	several	of	
our	men	at	church.	For	some	time	they’ve	been	growing	
in	 grace	 and	 knowledge	with	 a	weekly	Men’s	Bible	
Study	group.	Now	on	top	of	that,	several	guys	are	taking	
time	from	their	full	schedules	(most	people	have	six	day	
work	weeks)	to	attend	inductive	Bible	studies	two	nights	
a	week	with	our	friends	at	Rancho	Tres	Cruces!	These	
same	guys	also	attend	Sunday	service,	Midweek	Bible	
study	and/or	Men’s	study	group.	This	isn’t	about	some,	
“Hey	let’s	do	something	fun”	lifestyle.	On	the	contrary,	
for some time now they just want to dig into what the 
Lord	has	to	say	about	“life	as	we	know	it.”	Wow!	
•	 With	the	biggest	smile	and	heartfelt	gratitude	to	the	
Lord,	Tony	shared	an	incredible	testimony	with	us	the	
other	day.	Even	though	the	event	took	place	some	time	
ago,	we	never	really	appreciated	its	full	impact.	For	some	
time	we’d	heard	about	serious	issues	in	isolated	parts	of	
Mexico.	Tony	related		how	the	Lord	powerfully	protected		
he and his family when they travelled to their hometown 
in	Michoacan.	They	 had	 gone	 to	 invite	 his	 nephew	
Moises	to	return	to	live	with	them.	He	was	beginning	
to	be	involved	with	the	wrong	crowd.	Feeling	ill	at	ease	
Tony	advanced	their	return	one	day.	One	day	into	their	
three-day	bus	ride,	he	was	shocked	to	hear	on	the	news	
that	 the	bus	 they	should	have	been	on	was	assaulted,	

with	all	passengers	as	fatalities.	Moises	also	thanks	the	
Lord	for	his	literal	new	lease	on	life.	Not	only	did	the	
Lord	deliver	him	from	certain	death	on	that	ill	fated	bus	
ride,	but	also	all	but	two	of	his	former	colleagues	who	
ran	the	gambit	of	drugs	and	gangs	are	dead.	Tony	and	
Moises	are	pictured	below.		Wow!	
•	 Mid	week	Bible	study.	While	by	God’s	grace	I’ve	
enjoyed	sharing	the	Word	these	12	years,	it’s	a	joy	to	see	
the Lord raise up other men to share as well. Joining our 
teaching	entourage	is	Hermano	Tony	(mentioned	above)	
and	Luis	who’s	been	serving	with	our	friends	at	Rancho	
Tres	Cruces.	Wow!	
•	 Oktoberfest	 at	Mt	Angel!	Once	 again	many	 hard	
working	 folks	 participated	 to	make	Calvary	Chapel	
Salem’s	Taco	Booth	happen!	Thank	you	as	this	is	a	very	
helpful	boost	towards	the	myriad	of	activities	that	take	
place	here.	

The praises continue Each fall 
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Enriqueta is a frequent subject of Amy Alvarez’s photography.  At right:  David Alvarez turned 12 years old on Nov. 4.  
From the left is Cristofer, Tony, his son Johnny, David, Bryan, Ismael, Moises, Andy and Limber.   



As	mentioned	earlier	it’s	challenging	to	select	
the	events	to	share	about.	Please	know	that	we	
thank	the	Lord	for	you	our	friends	who	pray,	
laugh,	cry,	and	just	help	in	so	many	unknown	
ways to help keep things going here. So please 
join us in praying for:
•	 Vicenta’s	 youngest	 sister	 Keila.	 In	 our	
opinion	 she	 is	 one	 of	 the	 colony’s	 most	
promising	youth.	She	is	an	incredibly	intelligent	
young lady who also loves the Lord deeply. 
Little did we realize the amount of pain and 
discomfort	she	has	been	experiencing	with	her	
severe	nasal	polyps.	Going	for	days	on	end	with	
little	or	no	sleep,	she	found	it	next	to	impossible	
to	continue	her	University	studies.	She	has	an	
upcoming	surgery	so	please	keep	her	 in	your	
prayers. 
•	 Angel	down	Angel	down!	Lucy,	one	of	our	
main	Angels	has	been	down	with	severe	back	
pain	for	some	time	now.	We	need	her	back	in	
action	(pardon	the	pun!)	so	please	pray	for	her	
continued	recovery.	
•	 Upcoming	 activities!	 In	 addition	 to	 the	
“regular”	 schedule	 of	 various	 studies	 and	
services,	 please	 pray	 for	 the	 litany	 of	 events	
scheduled	 for	December.	Women’s	 luncheon,	
Christmas	Celebrations,	Tres	Cruces	 youth	
camp,	etc…!	Wow!	
•	 Upcoming	work	 team	with	 our	 friends	
from	Crawfordsville	Community	Church.	Lord	
willing	they’ll	be	coming	shortly	after	Christmas	
to	help	on	a	few	projects	and	to	share	fellowship	
during	the	New	Year.	Wow,	where	has	the	year	
gone	by?	
•	 My	elderly	parents.	I	thank	the	Lord	they’re	
in relatively good health and spirits. Still it’s not 
easy	being	91	(my	father)	and	85	(my	mom).	
They’re	needing	more	help	as	time	has	gone	by	
so	my	time	is	once	again	being	stretched.	

Thank	 you	 for	 loving,	 praying	 for,	 and	
participating	in	the	work	of	the	ministry	here	
with	 our	 and	 your	Mixteco	 family.	May	 the	
Lord	make	His	face	to	shine	upon	you	and	give	
you	His	peace.	

Andy and Monica Alvarez
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Prayer Requests

Above:  Keila and Lucy.  Middle:  Adriana is reading a 
Bible.  Below:  Fidencia, Josefina’s mother, holds the baby 
from Tres Cruces, another Oregon ministry, in the area.


